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  Our Ref: GA 9/1/SEC/2020 (1) Date: 14 Jan 2020

RE: THE ENGLISH VERSION OF INTRODUCTION 
TO TRUE JESUS CHURCH VIDEO

Hallelujah! Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus!

Referring to the letter from IA, letter code US20-001-DME, dated 9th of January 2020.

1. Thank God, IA hereby published an english version introduction video of True Jesus
    Church. This video clip has been uploaded to Youtube and also on our church website with 
    the following link:

    https://tjc.org/true-jesus-church/

2. The content of this video is suitable for truth-seeking friends. Local churches may
    broadcast it before evangelistic services.  

3. Please inform all other local churches and prayer houses regarding this information.

Immanuel.

Dn. Benjamin Hiew  Dn. John Vun
GA Secretary GA Chairman)



3

  Our Ref: GA 91/SEC/2020 (25)              Date: 11 May 2020

RE: CAUTION ADVISED FOR A BREAKAWAY TJC 
GROUP OVERSEAS 

Hallelujah! Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ! 

Referring to the IA letter, Ref:US20-014-WHDWM; Date 2020/4/10.

1.  As per the resolution of Proposal 13 of the 5th Meeting of the 12th Executive Council,
     the Africa Ministry Committee of UKGA investigated a group of TJC believers that is 
     presently using the name of True Jesus Church in various activities overseas. The results 
     of the investigation are in the attachment. 
2. Lucas Hsieh and his group have been raising funds privately without the church’s 
    consent. They have contacted believers who were excommunicated by True Jesus
    Church to do missionary works, baptize at will, and privately raise funds. These severely
    disrupt the church system, causing chaos in the church. 
3. Please watch out for various activities that are disruptive to our churches and for the
    private fundraising initiated by Lucas Hsieh and his group. Attached please find links to
    the African news for your reference. 
4. Please inform our churches and believers to be cautious and to discern so they are not
    defrauded or influenced by their deceitful dissemination. 
5. May the grace and peace of the Lord be with you always! 

Emmanuel.

Dn. Benjamin Hiew                                            Dn. John Vun 
GA Secretary                                                       GA Chairman
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CONFUSION IN THE CHURCHES OF EAST AFRICA
- THE PLOTS OF THE TJC SHANGHAI, THE BREAKAWAY -

The confusion in the churches of East Africa is the result of an organised attack devised 
meticulously by the fallen worker of TJC. This attack is the pattern he and his allies will 
adopt to go against the TJC worldwide…Please be highly vigilant. 

There has recently been a group of TJC workers, originated from Shanghai, actively 
engaging with the pioneering work in East Africa. Their work force includes workers from 
the Western world such as those from Canada. Upon consulting relevant personnel, we 
came to understand that this group from Shanghai has not been authorized or sent by the 
church to perform ministry works in Africa. In fact, they are the breakaway (unauthorized 
group) from the mainstream structure of the TJC. Their beliefs are not exactly congruent to 
the basic beliefs of the church.

The locations they have been to

From their own circulars on the Wechat, they have been to places in South East Asia such as 
Myanmar, Vietnam… and Middle East such as Pakistan etc. Most recently, they have been 
concentrating their effort on East Africa. They first went to Malawi, a country which is 
relatively poorer as compared to other African countries. Though the group is not big, they 
have an insatiating appetite of reaching to as many African countries as we can ever 
imagine. They stepped into the soils of Kenya and Tanzania, working frantically in both 
places virtually at the same time.

Their traits

In each new location, the unauthorized group would baptise those whom they met for the 
first time and claimed they have believed in the truth. What is evidently clear is that they 
would almost instantly appoint leaders to carry out divine tasks. The unauthorized group 
would always invite those newly baptised to perform the sacraments such as Water Baptism, 
Foot-washing and Holy Communion. To make their work look touching, they even get the 
local workers to perform foot washing by the baptismal site and putting them in a noticeable 
position to preach the gospel to their truth-seekers. 
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The next thing they would do is to take as many pictures as possible, to propagate the 
ministry works they have performed in Africa. These pictures would circulate amongst the 
believers throughout the world and in particular in North-East Asia. They are fond of 
attaching miracles and signs they experienced to those pictures in circulars, to create a 
sense of awe, in order to arouse the attention of the pure and innocent brethren of the 
church. The intention here is extremely clear, that is, to let the whole world know about 
how God has been with them.

Analysis

From their circulars, it becomes evident that the same unauthorised group of people is 
hopping from one place to another. Undoubtedly, they have not adopted the principle of the 
Bible in pioneering the gospel. Their aim is not so much about preaching the gospel. Very 
strangely, at a closer look at those places they have gone to are actually the gospel fields 
established by the Africa Ministry Committee (AMC). Some of those areas are just newly 
started by the AMC, whereas others have been established for years. They tread on the path 
of the workers of the AMC.

Here, we are going to use some recent examples, to further illustrate the strangeness they 
have created. The unauthorised group managed to come into close contact with the 
Malawian truth-seekers, to whom the AMC had first preached. Please bear in mind that the 
majority of the people in Malawi are likely struggling to find their next meals. They live in 
a meagre existence. Not everyone could afford the luxury of modern technology that we 
enjoy in the developed world. The puzzling thing is how on earth the unauthorised group is 
able to get hold of the contact details of the truth seekers, whom the AMC looks after.

Even more strange is that when they came to Kenya they were able to quickly assemble all 
those workers who had left the church. Amongst those whom the group has gathered are 
those whom the church has excommunicated. Many of them have left the church before the 
year 2010. By stating this fact we mean that not many existing AMC workers actually know 
who these ex members are. The work of excommunication is not normally made known to 
the church in the UK or for that matter not even to the UKGA board. This is only made 
known to those who are on the board of the AMC.
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Smokescreen and Deceit

On numerous occasions they circulated their news, pictures and clips on WeChat groups, to 
propagate their work in Kenya. The clips were passed to some of our local Kenyan workers 
to verify, who later on confirmed that the songs in the clips were not even Kenyan rather 
they are more Congolese in nature. There are 2 possibilities for such a move: one is the 
unauthorised group intends to smokescreen the fact that the contact details of the 
excommunicated workers were secretly passed to them. The other is that this is their ploy to 
deceive the TJC members in general that they are working hard for God, to restore those 
fallen places which the AMC have failed to build up. 

Outwardly, the recent work of the unauthorised group in Tanzania seems to employ a 
strategy different from the one they have used previously. They ventured out to reach those 
whom the AMC does not know about. Their place of pioneering is the capital city, Dar es 
Salaam. This is intended to divide our attention on Kenya, to cover up the fact that someone 
has leaked the information in Kenya to them. For their work of desecration has been 
exposed by the church in Kenya.

The unauthorised group knows so much about the situation of the church in Kenya that they 
are actually in possession of contact numbers of many current workers trained by the AMC. 
They have gone to places that not many people would know. If you have been to Assembo 
in Kenya, then you would know how rural the place is. It is virtually impossible for the 
first-timers to Kenya to find their way there unless directed.

Demonic Purposes

1. With the propagandized information well put in place, the unauthorised group would go
    round soliciting fund from within the TJC. There are a number of accounts they use for 
    the transfer of money. This is done outside of any approved establishment of the True 
    Jesus Church. This is dubious and divisive. They are clearly functioning not in the Spirit 
    of unity. What they really care about is not the precious souls of the people of the world. 
    For those who are not of the truth, what they really care about is wealth and how much 
    donations they can receive from the brethren who always offer willingly to any 
    evangelistic cause. They are all out to mislead our brethren into offering into their bank 
    accounts.
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2. In places that they have been to in Africa, they have given the twisted idea that there are 
    two conflicting groups in the TJC. One reason is they want to confuse the members in 
    Africa not to remain in the TJC. The other is they intend to prevent truth-seekers from 
    listening to the truth preached by the TJC.

Conclusion

The above works are not the works of man. They are demonic in nature. The tactics 
employed are those that we have seen before in our recent encounters with the fallen worker. 
They are still very fresh in our minds. The entire saga is orchestrated by the fallen worker 
and his allies. What is happening in East Africa is a repeat of his destructive work planned 
against the church.

This fallen worker and his team are well organised and planned. They are very meticulous 
about their move in going against the church. Many toxic articles are circulating online, 
which are extremely damaging to the church. The church needs to come up with a plan and 
to set up a group of workers quickly before it is too late, to specially counter their works, by 
re-teaching our members the traditions of the church, such as the ‘Biblicality’ of church 
organisation and the doctrines of the church. 

To say that God will look after His church without doing our best to safeguard the church is 
definitely not beneficial to the church. Let’s pray that God will give us wisdom and power 
to discern spiritually, to protect the sheep that He has entrusted to us.
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A. COVID-19 Transmission Prevention SOP 

     1. Pandemic prevention strategies that are in line with government requirements and
         guidelines:  
         i.  Those who are put under Supervision and Monitoring Order (home surveillance)
              by the government are requested to rest in their respective residences. 
         ii. In this period of two weeks, ‘the person concerned’ and ‘family members who
              have close connection’ with China, Hong Kong, Australia, Korea, Japan,
              Singapore, Thailand, Italy, Iran, USA, UK, Spain, Germany, Indonesia,
              the Philippines, or have had transit history or visited to the district or high risk 
              countries, are requested to rest in their residences. 
     2. Pandemic prevention steps in line with the church: 
          i.  Benches in the church hall should be wiped and sanitised. Doors and windows
               should be opened before and during service to ensure enough ventilation in the
               room. 
          ii. Before entering the church hall, please record body temperature (those whose
               forehead temperature are 37ºC or ear temperature 38ºC and above are requested 
               to go home and rest) and spray alcohol disinfectant onto hands to disinfect germs.
         iii. Executive Committee uses its own discretion to decide whether all congregations
               need to put on face mask or not depending on individual body health status, by 
               considering the difference between town or village, space (opened, closed),
               number of brethren and others. Those who have chronic heart or lung disease, or
               low immunisation, are requested to put on face mask. 
         iv.  Diligently wash hands with soap. Avoid touching the eyes, nose, and mouth with
               hands as much as possible. Do handle your own health. When greetings, nodding
               the head is enough. Replace hands shaking, avoid direct body touching.  

CORONAVIRUS 2019 DISEASE (COVID-19) 
TRANSMISSION PREVENTION 

STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE (SOP) IN CHURCH
DOC: SOP (COVID-19) (1) 
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B. Pandemic Preparation Strategies at Every Stage:

Stage 1: External infection appears  
Service is conducted as usual. Pandemic prevention steps are strengthened by the church 
and individual pandemic prevention works conducted in line with the pandemic prevention 
strategies that are required and outlined by the government. 

Stage 2: Minimal local and family infection appears 
Cancellation or Postponement of gigantic activities scheduled by the office in-charge or 
respective zone Executive Committee according to own discretion, to be followed by 
research on preparation steps.

Stage 3: Pandemic transmission in a more serious zone appears 
In line with transmission prevention strategy by the government, services and church 
activities should adhere to the restriction (the number of people, place and others) outlined 
by the government. 

Stage 4: The government announces to stop all group activities 
i.  In line with the government pandemic prevention strategy, the church will comply to
    stop all group services and activities (Sabbath service is conducted through live video 
    broadcast).
ii. Brethren to conduct 'family altar' program, Bible reading, and prayer in their homes
     respectively. The church also can conduct live video broadcasts (some churches within 
     or out of the state have online live broadcasts) or listen to sermons online.  
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C. Special Activity Coordination 

Before entering stage 4, the General Assembly or Zone would make consideration 
according to own discretion with the guidance of the following items :
 
1. All Zones/ Subzones seminars and spiritual convocation services, courses, fellowships 
    i.   To be canceled or postponed 
    ii.  If the program would proceed, it needs to comply with the preparedness steps

2. Spiritual Convocation Services
    i.   Suggested to be organised as scheduled 
    ii.  Church Exco to make decisions themselves whether choir presentation will be
         conducted or not
    iii. Food is provided in 'takeaway' or not provided. If food is prepared by the church
          kitchen unit, church Exco is requested to enhance pandemic prevention steps when 
          providing and enjoying the food. 
     iv. Brethren are requested to bring their own Bible and hymns book

3. Visiting Activity
     i.   Domestic or overseas visiting should be avoided as much as possible

4.  Visiting Brethren
     i.   Hospital visitation must be conducted in parallel with the steps outlined by the
          government and hospital. 
     ii.  Home visitation needs to be arranged according to needs. 
     iii. When the pandemic enters into stage 3, the church needs to stop visitation work,
          change to follow up through telephone.
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PANDEMIC TRANSMISSION PREVENTION FOR VARIOUS 
SERVICES & ACTIVITIES IN CHURCH SIMPLE FLOWCHART

Before to church or activities Before entering church hall

1) Implement guidelines for 
    congregation (refer to 
    record 1)

2) Congregation is required 
     to do self assessment 
     (refer to record 2 and 3)

3) Domestic and overseas 
    visiting between churches
    should be avoided

4) Outdoor evangelism 
     through hymnal or leaflets 
     distribution, door to door 
     evangelism and others 
     should stop. If these are 
     organised, various 
     prevention and upkeep 
     steps should be attended. 
     Avoid hands shaking or 
     body contact 

1) Respective local churches
    are required to prepare
    transmission prevention
    materials (refer to record 4)

2) Recommended to make
    arrangement for servitude
    groups to sterilise and
    measure body temperature
    for congregation before
    every service (refer to
    record 5)

1) If we find anyone not 
    feeling well or body 
    temperature is above the 
    standard (refer to record 3), 
    we should immediately 
    request the particular person 
    to go home to do self-
    quarantine and rest or to get 
    doctor treatment

2) Encourage the congregation
    to wash their hands 
    diligently and emphasize on
    coughing ethics

1) Operator or church board member should arrange
    sterilisation and cleaning of the church surrounding
    after service (refer to record 6).

2) If the people who arrange sterilisation of the
    surrounding are not feeling well, please pay
    attention to self-prevention methods

I f  t he  he a l t h  c ond i t i on  o f  t h e 
attendees do not show any pandemic 
d i s e a s e  s y m p t o m s  a n d  t h e 
government does not come up with 
any instruction, normal service, 
Sabbath day service, church normal 
activity (holy matrimony, funeral 
service, spiritual convocation and 
evangelism, spiritual cultivation 
seminar or visi t ing and others) 
should be conducted as usual.

1)  Service venues should put 
      importance on good air 
      ventilation and not be blocked
2)  For a service venue that has good
     air ventilation, to avoid 
     transmission, all are not required 
     but recommended to put on face 
     mask. If it does not have good air 
     ventilation, all are recommended
     to put on a face mask.
3)  If there are brethren that needs to 
     be visited (record 1), please 
     consider to reduce or stop visiting
     for the meantime. Face to face 
     visiting can be changed to 
     greetings through telephone.
 4) Food prepared by the Church 
     should be packed or no food will 
     be provided during transmission 
     period
5) The congregation and choir 
     members are requested to bring 
     their own Bible and hymns book, 
     to avoid sharing public     
     belongings.
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➢ Record 1
Whoever has chronic lungs disease (including asthma), blood vessels and heart, kidney, liver, nerve, 
blood diseases or metabolism disease (including diabetes), hemoglobin mutation, incomplete 
immunisation and require long term treatment, pregnant women and others, are recommended to 
read Bible alone at home, or use live online service broadcast (or listen to online sermon) that is 
prepared by the local church to perform worship at home, to avoid group activity participation 
during the serious pandemic COVID-19 symptomatic transmission which is happening in this 
country. 

➢ Record 2
Those who have respiratory tract symptoms should get doctor treatment as soon as possible, rest at 
home and avoid church activity participation. Those who have fever should wait at least 24 hours 
after the fever has subsided and then they can participate in church activity. One should avoid 
participation on the event date if he or she does not meet this health standard.

➢ Record 3
If one has a fever, (ear temperature ≥38ºC or forehead temperature ≥37ºC), respiratory tract 
symptom disease or diarrhea and others, he or she should take a fair prevention action and be 
advised to get doctor treatment. Avoid joining service or church activity besides informing the 
church board members and request church for love intercession. 

➢ Record 4
Recommend the respective local churches to prepare the following supplies: face mask, alcohol 
(suggest the respective local churches to prepare a few bottles of liquid sanitizer with 75% alcohol, 
to be placed at the church entrance for the ease of the congregation to sterilise before entering and 
exiting from church), forehead or ear thermometer (people whose ear temperature ≥38ºC or 
forehead temperature ≥37ºC have to be separated from the multitude), including hand washing 
ingredients (such as soap or hand washing cream and others), hand wiping tissue and others. 

➢ Record 5 
The respective local churches are suggested to prepare a few bottles of liquid sanitizer with 75% 
alcohol or dry hand cleanser or sodium hypochlorite solution (500 ppm) and others, for disinfectant 
usage on hands before the congregation entering or exiting from the church. The local church also 
can arrange servitude group members at every entrance to help to spray on the congregation’s both 
hands or measure forehead temperature to facilitates sterilisation and prevention .
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➢ Record 6
Subject to the surface that is always touched by activity or service participant (such as floor, table 
and chair, phone receiver and other surfaces that are always touched, including surface in the toilets 
including tap head, toilet door handle, toilet bowl cover and  toilet pump handle), there should be a 
special officer to do periodic cleaning. The surrounding is normally sterilised at least once a day, 
sterilisation ration to be used 1:100 (prepare on the actual day, with one portion of bleach is added 
with 99 portions of cold water) bleach/sodium hypochlorite solution (500 ppm) that has been 
diluted, applied for 15 minutes or on the top with mop or wiping cloth before it is wiped clean again 
with wet mop or wiping cloth. 

➢ Record 7
The persons on duty who conduct cleaning and sterilisation should wear personal protection 
equipment (gloves, face mask), isolation shirt or waterproof apron, and goggles or face shield as 
needed) to avoid sanitising solution splatter to eyes, mouth or nose. 

Simple Steps to Prepare Sanitation Solution:

Sanitation Place Sanitation Type Sanitation Way Waiting Time

Outside and Inside 
Room Floor 

• 0.05% chlorinated 
bleach liquid 

Spray or wipe

Waste or seepage 
splattered onto floor

• 0.05% chlorinated 
bleach liquid 

• If it is in a big 
quantity, use 
0.05% chlorinated 
bleach liquid 
before cleaning

Use tissue or wiping 
cloth to absorb fluid 
that dropped down 
before doing 
sterilisation 

Above 30 minutes

Vomit, Waste • 0.5% chlorinated 
bleach liquid 

After mixing, leave it 
for a moment

Above 30 minutes

Cutleries • Way of heating
• 0.02% chlorinated 

bleach liquid 

Soak in 100ºC boiling 
water

• Five minutes
• Above 30 

minutes

Clothes, blankets and 
mattresses 

• Way of heating
•  0.02% 

chlorinated bleach 
liquid

Soak in 100ºC boiling 
water

• Five minutes
• Above 30 

minutes
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Way to Dilute Bleach Liquid

• Market Sanitation
     Bleaching fluid (Market sodium hypochlorite bleaching fluid concentration as much as 5%) 
     -  200ppm (Sodium hypochlorite concentration as much as 0.02%) 
        Way to prepare dilution: bleaching liquid  40c.c + clear water 10l
        (two disposable tablespoons) (eight big PET plastic bottles) 
     - 500ppm (Sodium hypochlorite concentration as much as 0.05%) 
        Way to prepare dilution: bleaching liquid 100c.c. + clear water 10l 
        (five disposable tablespoons) (eight big PET plastic bottles) 
• Description of equipment usage: (1) one disposable tablespoon around 20c.c.; (2) a bottle of 

PET bottle around 1250c.c. 
• Example ---- prepare 200ppm chlorinated bleach fluid (as follows) 
     (1) Use family bleaching liquid that is sold in the market per sppin (concentration normally is 
           between 6 to 7%)(a normal drinking soup spoon, around 15 to 20c.c.)      
     (2) Add 5l tap water (a big PET bottle around 1250c.c., four bottles equal to 5l), after mixing up
           can be used immediately. 1 spoon (around 20c.c.) bleaching liquid + 5l tap water (around
           1250c.c. = four PET plastic bottles) 

Points to take note when using bleaching liquid

Before using, please read the following details carefully: 

1. Strong bleaching liquid has to be stored in a shaded place and in a place that kids cannot reach.
2. After distribution and dilution, please put on plastic gloves while using it.
3. Bleaching liquid can easily fade clothes, therefore please be careful and do not reach the clothes
    while using it. 
4. If it splattered onto eyes, please rinse with plenty of water immediately. 
5. If you drink it by accident, please use your hand to stimulate the throat immediately to make an
    urge to vomit besides drinking milk or raw egg. If it is still in an emergency situation, please
    visit hospital to get treatment immediately. 
6. Bleaching liquid cannot be mixed with acid salt. If they are mixed, it will produce poisonous
    chlorine gas. 
7. Bleaching liquid is used to wipe. ‘Strictly prohibited’ for rinsing, if not it will cause
    environmental pollution, fish and prawn death in rivers. 
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• Please sterilise by wiping sanitation liquid. Rinsing items or floor with sanitation liquid is 
forbidden. This will pollute the river ecosystem. Before using, sanitation liquid has to be 
prepared with the correct ratio to avoid excess. Before using, avoid using a dirty wiping cloth 
so that it will not pollute sanitation liquid.

 
• The leftover bleaching liquid is forbidden to be thrown into the toilet bowl, so it will not 

affect the function of bacteria in the sewage tank. It should be put away properly for the next 
usage. If it needs to be poured into the drain, please dilute it again at least a hundred times.

• Do not use airtight glass bottle to store 6% bleaching liquid for long term to avoid 
compression of air pressure that will cause an explosion. Please use a plastic bottle to store. 

   Our Ref: GA 9/1/SEC/2020 (21) Date: 1 Apr 2020 

RE: THE PROCEDURE OF TEACHING RE CLASSES 
DURING LOCKDOWN

Hallelujah, in the name of Jesus, I deliver this letter.

The Malaysian government has implemented a nationwide lockdown from 18th of March to the 
31st of March, but it has now been extended to the 14th of April 2020.

02. In this period of time, the whole nation is required to stay at home. 

03. Therefore, all religious activities including Sabbath services, weekday services, fellowship
      services and RE classes have to be suspended.

04. The RE Department has provided several methods in order to ensure the continuation of the RE
       classes, which are as follows:

       i)  Areas with good internet connection are encouraged to utilise the online options for teaching.
            RE teachers of these local churches can use various programs to commence teaching,
            such as Google Classroom, Kahoot e-learning, Google Meet for e-learning, Zoom, Google 
            Duo and other suitable platforms.
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         ii) As for areas with poor internet connection, RE teachers can send the RE class materials
              and exercises (homework) to students through Whatsapp or Telegram. RE teachers must
              ensure that the students have read through the class materials before answering the
              questions of the exercises. After answering the questions, students are to send back their
              answers for the teachers to mark. Teachers should be responsible by marking and giving
              feedback/ comments (if there are any) on the students’ homework. After that, teachers are
              to send the students the marked homework. The close cooperation and supervision of
              parents and guardians are required/ necessary for their children’s learning.

05. The approach mentioned above is to ensure that the teachings of God can continue to be
      imparted to the students of the state, so that they can preserve their faith during this period of
      lockdown.

06. We hope that all the RE departments of the subzones are able to take appropriate action in
      ensuring that all the RE departments of the local churches are able to comply with the
      procedures given above.

07. The website of the textbook resources in Chinese, Malay and English (PDF file) is attached
      here.

08. All the coordinators of the RE departments in all zones and sb-zones are required to assist
      teachers in solving any difficulties encountered, in order to ensure the completion of the annual
      RE course.

May God guide and bless the holy work in Sabah.

Immanuel,

Dn. John Vun 
GA Chairman
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  Our Ref: GA 9/1/SEC/2020 (28) Date: 2 June 2020 

RE: COVID-19 – CONDITIONAL MOVEMENT CONTROL ORDER – 
RESUMPTION OF CHURCH WORSHIP SERVICE 

Hallelujah! Greetings of peace in the name of Lord Jesus Christ. 

The government is expected to release restriction of mass gathering of people in stages 
commencing 10th June 2020 with permission of 30 worshippers to congregate. The loosening of 
restriction however is with conditions such as: 

(1)   Church service is on designated days at a frequency of 2 times in a week. 
(2)   Church must be in a Green Zone as determined by the Federal Ministry of Health. 
(3)   Subject to any other Rules/ Regulations of the National Security Council and Federal Ministry
        of Health. 
(4)   Practise social distancing within the church. Space out seating for attendees 1 meter apart. 
(5)   The numbers of Church members allowed to worship in Church Hall is limited to members
        below 70 years of age and children minimum age is 12 years old. 
(6)   Members with COVID-19 symptoms are not allowed into the church: 

     • Fever 
     • Cough 
     • Sore throat 
     • Difficulty in breathing 

(7)   Members with known health problems are advised not to attend church service: 
     • Asthma 
     • Had recently received cancer treatment therapy 
     • Weak immunity 

(8)   No physical contact allowed during worship 
     • Unable to lay hands during prayer 
     • Unable to conduct sacraments 

(9)   Maximum attendance is 30 worshippers with compulsory temperature screening, registration
        of attendees and wearing of masks. 
(10) Maintain good hygiene practises at the church premises. The church premises must be
        sanitized immediately after use. 
(11) Religious Education class is not allowed presently. 
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(12) Other forms of gathering such as funerals are allowed subject to the size of space, total in
        groups not exceeding 20 persons. However on conducting wedding ceremonies, the
        authority had deferred implementation to 31st July 2020. 

GA Sabah will continue to broadcast Live Streaming of sermons until 30th June 2020. However if 
the maximum worshippers in a church service remain at 30 members after 30/6/2020, Live 
Streaming Service will continue to cater the spiritual needs of senior members, vulnerable groups 
due to health reasons, mothers accompanying young children at home. It is the church's 
recommendation that the Pastoring Preacher of respective Sub Zone to conduct multiple Sabbath 
Day church services. 

Enclosed is the Internal Standard Operating Procedure for urban churches to observe. 

Immanuel. 

Dn. John Vun 
GA Chairman 

CONDITIONAL MOVEMENT CONTROL ORDER - STANDARD 
OPERATING PROCEDURE - CHURCH SERVICE

A. CHURCH BOARD DUTIES 

1.   Cleaning of church premises prior to worship service. 
2.   Prepare Health Check Counter at the church foyer for the following purposes: 
      • Managing people movement with entry/exit point signage 
      • Maintaining 4 feet apart each person 
      • No seating is allowed at reception area 
      • Record book to register all members details - Date & time, name, Identity Card number,
         handphone number, remarks - Daily temperature screening - Initial of member OR
         guardian (on children below 17 but above 12 years old) 
       • Members shall stand on the “stop sign” on the floor; a maximum of two (2) worship
          members at the reception area 
       • Only Malaysian citizen or PR is allowed to attend service 
       • Distribution of face mask to members who do not bring a mask to wear 
       • To spray sanitizer on both hands before members enter the church hall for worship 
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3.   Record Log Book to be kept by the Church Secretary for 6 months for tracing whenever
      required by the Ministry of Health. 
4.   Worship members to sit at the designated seats. Maintain 4 feet apart at all time as social
      distancing must be observed. 
5.   A church worship service must not exceed 1 hour 30 minutes (inclusive of pre-service prayer, 
      Hymnal practice session and pulpit announcement). 
6.   Worship members to start dispersion from seats in an orderly manner from church hall in the
      exit lane. 
7.   Worshippers are to avoid physical contact and do not form small groups for long 
      conversation at the church compound. Church Board members to monitor movements on the
      entire church premises. 
8.   Church Board to immediately close for the cleaning crew to sanitize: 
      • Church pew 
      • Pulpit 
      • Piano 
      • PA Equipment 
      • Audio Visual Control Room + Equipment 
      • Offering Box surfaces 
      • Floor of Church Hall 
      • Reception desk 
      • Health check counter 
      • Foyer of church entrance including access door surfaces, door knobs 
      • Toilets 
      • Walkway, staircase 
      • Water dispenser area 
      • Washing basins 
      • Mezzanine/Cry room 
      • Elevator (if any) 
      • Waiting room 
9.   Tentatively open for two days of worship service per week 
      Note: Religious Education Class is not permitted yet - A separate Standard Operating
      Procedure shall be announced soon. 
10. A time gap of TWO HOURS between two services is required to allow sufficient time for: 
      a) Cleaning of premises 
      b) To aerate area where members interact (doors and windows should be left open) 
11. Ensure the church ventilation system is working well. 
     



20

12. To display posters that promote personal hygiene and social behaviour such as hand washing,
      social distancing. 
13. To display STOP signage for members to queue up to 4 feet distance apart at the Health Check
      Counter, Reception Desk Counter, Water Dispenser, and lunch box distribution point. 
14. In common areas such as Health Check Desk, Reception Desk, Waiting/Cry Room, Dining 
      Area, Church Office, Water Dispenser, there shoud be  tissue rolls, paper towels and hand
      sanitizer.

B. GENERAL AFFAIRS DUTIES 

1. Church Van
    a)  Seating Plan: 

   As virus COVID-19 is easily transmitted in a crowded setting, seating arrangement of
   maintaining a space of 4 feet apart from the next passenger must be adhered to. Seat
   must be marked X where passengers are not permitted to seat.

b) Cleanliness: 
   To clean van door knobs and surface of seats, door, air conditioner ducts, steering wheel, 
   handbrake before and after transporting members.

2. Drinking Water 
     a) Members are encouraged to bring personal water bottles. 

b) Disposable cup is recommended.
c) Refill drinking water at the water dispenser of church. 
    Note: Plastic or glass cups of church to be removed.

3. Food and Beverage 
a) Diagonal seating (at least 4 feet apart of each other) clearly mark to observe social 
    distancing. 
b) Church dining table surfaces ought to be thoroughly cleaned with soapy water BEFORE and 

AFTER food. 
c) Keep lunch or dinner short at 15 minutes. 
d) Only the receptionist should handle the cooked food distribution in a disposable lunch box. 
e) DO NOT share food to avoid risk of cross-contamination. 
f) Avoid eating food in a common closed area. 
g) Outside food is not allowed. 
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4. Sanitizer Station 
    Put sanitizing hand rub dispenser in visible common areas: 

         • Entrance 
         • Exit 
         • Meeting Room 
         • Waiting Room 
         • Cry Room 
         • Church Office 
         • Dining Area 
         • Lavatory 

5. General Cleanliness Practcse 
         
    Door Access

         a) Use tissue paper to cover the handle when opening door OR 
         b) Use your body to push the open door.
         c) Sanitize/clean your hands regularly. 

         Waste Management 
         a) All rubbish bins should be covered with plastic bags.
         b) All used facemasks or gloves disposed of in a closed lid rubbish bin. 
         c) All rubbish bags to be replaced prior to church worship day and at every evening after
             church cleaning is done. 

         
         Lavatory 
         a) Ensure soap bars are available for washing of hands. 
             NOTE: Best to provide detergent dispenser 
         b) All door knobs and door surface, sinks are thoroughly cleaned before the arrival of
              members.
         c) All door knobs and door surface, sinks are thoroughly cleaned after departure of members
             in each service. 
         d) Stand at the STOP sign when queueing up.
         e) Use tissue paper to open the doorknobs. 
         f) Use clean tissue paper when flushing or touching the closed toilet lid before flushing. 
         g) Use a no-touch closed lid rubbish bin. 
         h) Wash your hands with soap before and after use of the toilet. 
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6. Purchasing 
         Each church to buy supplies at your own expense: 
         a) Thermometer. 
         b) Hand sanitizers are to be placed at the church office. 
         c) Detergent with 70% alcohol content to wipe clean surface of pew, RE students table &
             chairs, dining table & chairs, water dispenser, church van door & passenger hand
             handles + safety belts, piano, PA System, AV Control Room + its equipment, lavatory. 
         d) Other detergent as per GA Sabah circular (Ref. No: GA 9/1/SEC/2020 (20), dated 31st
             March 2020) (attachment 2).
         e) Each Zone is responsible for the logistics-supply to churches that may have difficulties to
             source hand sanitizers, facemasks and alcohol based detergent. 

7. Meeting Room 
         • Room is cleaned before and after use. 
         • Keep the room well ventilated. 
         • A “No Sitting” sign is displayed for physical distancing. Maintain 4 feet apart from each
            other (lateral and diagonal) in seating arrangement. 
         • Wear facemask during meetings. 
     8. Log Book Record 

     To record cleaning and disinfection activities, which should be done at least TWICE daily  
     during CHURCH WORSHIP days for all touched surfaces and common areas or as
     frequencies increased when any church holds multiple church services if your congregation 
     size exceeds the permissible numbers per worship. 

         • Church board chairman to inspect and initial each week. 
         • Pastoring preacher to inspect and initial to verify evaluation of implementation once
            every 2 weeks. 
         • Sub Zone In-charge to review every local church + Prayer House implementation of SOP
            every month. 
         • Zone In-charge to supervise and evaluate implementation once every 2 months. 
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C. GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR CHURCH MEMBERS 

1.   All members are to refrain from handshaking or having bodily contacts before, during or
      after church worship. 
2.   Members with a history of recent travelling to countries affected by COVID-19 or from
      other Malaysian State with severe COVID-19 outbreak (Red Zone) are to quarantine
      themselves at home for 14 days from the date of return to Sabah. Do not come to church.
      They may join worship online or via other social media. 
3.   Members with COVID-19 symptoms are strongly encouraged to seek early medical
      treatment and avoid attending all services, spiritual convocations, bible camps, theological
      courses, church meetings, or gatherings until the resolution of symptoms or confirmed by
      medical doctors to be not infectious to others. 
      a) Any members with temperature above 37.5°Celsius will be barred from entry to church
          buildings. 
      b) Other members with sore throat, cough, shortness of breath, headache, running nose are
          advised to rest at home. If they insist on attending church worship, please ensure that they
          wear a mask and sit at a separate quarantine room to view + listen sermon on a TV
          monitor. Such members are advised against joining church fellowship activities, love
          feast and home services. 
4.      Rules to Observe 
4.1    Members wear a mask. 
4.2    Sanitize both hands before entering church hall.
4.3    When sitting at the pew ensure you are 4 feet apart from each other from the person in
         front and besides you. 
4.4    To wear a mask during service as COVID-19 virus is transmissible by droplets. 
4.5    When re-entering church hall after a visit to the lavatory, please re-sanitize both hands a
         second time. 
4.6    Use a tissue paper or handkerchief to cover nose and mouth when sneezing. 
4.7    Wash both hands with water & soap after sneezing or visiting the lavatory.
4.8    Use elbow to open the door. 
4.9    Do not stay inside the church hall to chat or greet each other with a handshake.
4.10  After worship service ended, disperse after announcement of pulpit. 
4.11  If you wish to have a conversation at the foyer please ensure: 
         a) The person standing in front is at least 4 feet apart
         b) Not more than 3 people in a small group
4.12  Avoid public transport – follow the church van. 
4.13  Carpooling with immediate family only. 
4.14  DO NOT form groups and gather outside church compounds that may alarm
         neighbourhoods leading to complaints lodged to authority. 
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GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR CHURCH MEMBERS
STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURES (SOP) 

FOR PLACES OF WORSHIP

Church In-Charge and Committee Members must ensure that all church 
members understand and adhere to the set guidelines. Anyone displaying the 
following symptoms must not be allowed to attend - flu, cough, fever, 
breathing difficulties.

Members who have the following illnesses are not encouraged to 
attend service:
1. Diabetes
2. Cancer
3. Other chronic illnesses

Distance markers (1 meter) must be placed on floors and chairs, must be 
highly visible and not easily detached.

Children below 12 years old and members aged 70 and above 
are not allowed to attend, with the exception of service leaders.

It is not permitted to gather outside the chapel before 
or after services or any activities that involve physical 
contact, e.g. handshakes.

Toilet usage is limited to the number of available toilets at any 
one time. Hand washing with soap and water or using hand 
sanitizer must be done before and after using the toilets.
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BEFORE SERVICES

Before service, cleaning and disinfection must be conducted 
in the church chapel and the surrounding areas including 
toilets and all areas.

In general, must ensure that the church chapel has proper ventilation.

Church Committee members must prepare a counter for health 
screening at the chapel entrance to restrict the number of attendees, 
recording of attendance, checking body temperatures and to ensure 
usage of hand sanitizer before entering the chapel.

Members with temperatures above 37.5 C and displaying symptoms 
such as sore throat, cough, flu and breathing difficulties will not be 
allowed to enter.

Attendance record book (name and contact number) must be updated, 
checked frequently and confirmed by the Church In-charge / Committee 
Members.

Members must practice social distancing of 1 meter while waiting for 
their turn at the screening counter. Wearing face mask is compulsory.

GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR CHURCH MEMBERS
SOP FOR PLACES OF WORSHIP
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DURING SERVICE

Members must keep to the areas set by the church and observe the SOP provided by the the 
Ministry of Unity together with the KKM & MKN.

The number of attendees must follow the number set by the government, depending on the area size 
of the church.

AFTER SERVICE

After service, cleaning of the chapel and surrounding areas, including toilets 
and all areas must be carried out.

The church gate must be closed without delay to prevent members 
from lingering in the church premises.

It is hoped that all members will cooperate by adhering to the SOP provided by the government. 
May God protect and bless us all.

GENERAL GUIDELINES FOR CHURCH MEMBERS
SOP FOR PLACES OF WORSHIP
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Hallelujah, I am Bro. Wong from Philemon Bookstore of Taiwan General Assembly.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, Philemon Bookstore in Taiwan supplies face-mask covers, which 
can be equipped onto the face-mask, to prolong the usage of the face-mask. If there is a need, you 
can go directly to the store’s website to place an order. The site supports credit cards as payment 
gateway, no additional fees except for the fees charged by your credit card company. Everyone is 
welcome to place an order for purchase on our website. Description regarding the face-mask 
covers is as follows (Single piece – NT80, NT70 per piece for purchase over 30 pieces, please 
contact us if there is a need).

https://www.pbooks.com.tw/product.php?kind=13&kind2=127 

2020 Philemon Bookstore Catalog Download
https://www.pbooks.com.tw/webcase/philemon/upload/files/2020catalog.pdf 

Bookstore Tel No./ +886-4-22454043
Bookstore Fax No./ +886-4-22436820

PG14-01/ Face-mask cover
(Hallelujah A-Blue)
The picture shown is for illustration 
purpose only. 
The actual colour of the product is 
emphasized.

PG14-12/ Face-mask cover (Children 
B-Drawings)
The picture shown is for illustration 
purpose only. 
The actual colour of the product is 
emphasized.
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WEST COAST ZONE - SPIRITUAL MUSIC WORKSHOP 
& SPIRITUAL CULTIVATION 

1 MARCH 2020 (A)

Thank and praise God! The West Coast Zone Music Workshop and Spiritual Cultivation 
organised by West Coast Zone Spiritual Music Development Unit (SMDU) was held on 
1st March 2020 in Penampang Church. The theme of this workshop this year is, “I Shall 
Praise God Throughout My Life (Psalm 63:5)”. 175 participants including choir group 
members from the subzones of Kota Kinabalu, Tuaran, Kudat and Beaufort attended the 
workshop. Among the objectives of the workshop are spiritual cultivation and training 
in music, to deliver SMDU latest information, to highlight the importance of local songs 
creation and filteration, to develop new tier of choir conductors, to teach music theory 
and give exposure in the process of song creation.  

The opening ceremony started with hymn singing and prayer led by Preacher Maleakhi 
Lee. After that, a speech was delivered by Deacon Daniel Chin as Penampang Church 
Board Chairman and Deacon  David Chong as the West Coast Zone SMDU 
representative.
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WEST COAST ZONE - SPIRITUAL MUSIC WORKSHOP 
& SPIRITUAL CULTIVATION 

1 MARCH 2020 (B)

Speech by Penampang Church Board , 
Deacon Daniel Chin

Speech by West Coast Zone SMDU 
representative, Deacon David Chong

The morning session program started with spiritual cultivation that was conducted by 
Preacher Zacchaeus Yong. Based on the selected theme “I Shall Praise God 
Throughout My Life”, Preacher Lee gave encouragement to all that we have to praise 
God in good and bad times. He quoted biblical verse Psalm 63:1 and 1 Samuel 23:41 
of which David still praised the Lord although he was facing danger when King Saul 
wanted to kill him. In 1 Samuel 18:7 also recorded the women were dancing and 
singing praises when David won in the war defeating Goliath. In choir servitude tasks, 
a father’s task as the head of the family is also important in guiding his family to sing 
hymns to praise God (1 Chronicles 25:2-6). After that, a prayer session was held and 
led by Preacher Maleakhi Lee.

Preacher Maleakhi Lee led hymn singing and prayer
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WEST COAST ZONE - SPIRITUAL MUSIC WORKSHOP 
& SPIRITUAL CULTIVATION 

1 MARCH 2020 (C)

Preacher Zacchaeus Yong as seen during the spiritual cultivation session

The after session workshop was continued with a music theory session that was 
delivered by Brother Albert Mark Maguring. In this session, the music concept in choir 
application was shared. The participants were exposed to seven music concepts namely 
rhythm, melody, harmony, tone colour, shape, texture and expression through a few 
hands-on activities so that the participants will be able to comprehend and apply the 
knowledge in future choir training and presentation.
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WEST COAST ZONE - SPIRITUAL MUSIC WORKSHOP 
& SPIRITUAL CULTIVATION 

1 MARCH 2020 (D)

Next, Deacon Hananya Gilong with his son, Brother Betroy led the local song 
creation sharing session. Deacon Hananya shared a hymn that he created on 14th 
November 2014 in conjunction with the Guong Church Spiritual Convocation titled 
'The Way, Truth and Life' (John 14:6). Deacon Hananya also shared the process and 
technique in creating hymns, which has to start with praying for the gift from God 
and after that, getting ready of musical instrument that we can play like guitar or 
piano and what follows is writing the code, melody and also lyric.  

Brother Albert Mark Maguring is conducting the music theory session
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WEST COAST ZONE - SPIRITUAL MUSIC WORKSHOP 
& SPIRITUAL CULTIVATION 

1 MARCH 2020 (E)

Pic 1: Local Song Creation Sharing Session by Deacon Hananya Gilong. 
Pic 2: His son, Brother Betroy led the congregation to sing “ The Way, Truth dan Life”

After the sharing the background of the hymn, Brother Betroy led all the workshop 
participants to sing the hymn in unison and harmony voice. The participants also 
had the opportunity to apply the musical concept that was learnt in music theory 
session in their singing.
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The workshop program ended with a brief closing ceremony where souvenirs were 
presented to the speakers and what followed next was hymn singing and prayer led 
by Preacher Maleakhi Lee. Thank and praise God the workshop programme went 
smoothly and the organiser also thanked Penampang Church profusely for 
preparing the venue, food and comfortable facilities for all with full of love. 

WEST COAST ZONE - SPIRITUAL MUSIC WORKSHOP 
& SPIRITUAL CULTIVATION 

1 MARCH 2020 (F)
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SABAH STATE WIDE SISTER FELLOWSHIP SEMINAR
1 MAY 2020 (A)

Even though there is a movement control order due to the pandemic that impedes 
our gathering at the church, the Lord which is in the spirit is without limitation. 
Thank the Lord, through the advancement of technology, we are able to gather 
online to worship God. The state Wide Sister Fellowship Seminar on 1st May 2020 
was brought to us online with the theme of “Bringing Salvation Home”.

Women are usually seen as the weaker group, for example in terms of physical and 
emotional strength, they are weaker than men. Even though they are weaker, the 
whole society has publicly recognized the importance of women, even in the 
church, the servitude of sisters is looked highly upon. Hopefully the sharing of this 
year’s theme “Bringing Salvation Home” can equip our sisters spiritually. This is 
because sisters with good spiritual nurture can edify their families and help out in 
all kinds of evangelical and pastoring works in the church.
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SABAH STATE WIDE SISTER FELLOWSHIP SEMINAR
1 MAY 2020 (B)

Pr. Hagai Tang had a sharing entitled “Looking at Salvation from Jesus’ Genealogy. 
Pr. Tang shared Jesus’ genealogy using the 4 gospel books from the new testament. 
The second point, the genealogy of salvation tells us that we have to look at our 
relationship with God and God’s promises from the genealogy of Jesus, to see how 
we are related in Jesus’ genealogy of salvation. We are chosen by the Lord, born 
through God, resurrected through the water and the spirit, to become God’s 
children who are listed in the Lord Jesus’ genealogy of salvation. We are the ones 
who have received the promised inheritance of God. We have the responsibility to 
continue this blessing to the next generation, so the unmarried youth are 
encouraged to marry in the Lord. Marriage in the Lord will receive the Lord’s 
blessing, to build a christian family, to continue this salvation and faith. 

Pr. Tang have also shared 4 women who were recorded in the genealogy of Jesus 
and their part in salvation grace. In salvation, men and women are equal. The 
salvation grace of Lord Jesus is also for the gentiles. The door of salvation opens 
for the sinners, because God came not to save the righteous, but to save the sinners. 
As long as the sinner believed and repent, and received the salvation grace of the 
Lord, he will be listed into the genealogy of Lord Jesus. From these 4 women, we 
learnt that sisters should strive for the blessing of giving birth, to give birth for the 
Lord Jesus and build families in Christ. This is because children are the inheritance 
given by God, to give birth for the Lord after marriage is also a responsibility to 
continue the salvation grace. Other than that, we should share the gospel with 
family members who have yet to believe, teach the gospel, pray for them, lead 
them to evangelical service, let them believe in God, to bring salvation home. The 
relationship between mothers and daughters-in-law is also important. In our faith, 
we should listen to the advice of experienced elderly, submit to the elderly, because 
they have more experience and spiritual knowledge to teach us.

Pr. James Yapp shared 5 families where God’s salvation grace had come upon. 
From these 5 families, we can understand that the main character in this salvation 
grace is Jesus. The book of Galations 3:7 stated that therefore know that only those 
who are of faith are sons of Abraham. Abraham is a person who listened to God, so 
the sons of Abraham shall do what Abraham did. Man need only have faith in God  
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SABAH STATE WIDE SISTER FELLOWSHIP SEMINAR
1 MAY 2020 (C)

and have the determination to repent then he shall be saved. Salvation grace will 
also come upon his whole family. God’s salvation grace is not bias. “For by grace 
you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God”. 
So we must have a solid faith, humbly and meekly seeking for the Lord. Search the 
way of salvation, carry the cross daily to follow the Lord.

Lastly, Pr. Thomas Kam shared the testimonies from several members. The people 
of God must go through all kinds of trials of faith in their lives. God’s power is 
manifested through faith, and testimonies are the power of God proven through 
miracles. This Covid-19 is the proof that God’s power is able to give us peace 
during tribulation. Stubbornness is in man’s nature, if there is no tribulation upon 
them, they will not realize and repent. Man is weak in the eyes of God. When 
God’s anger is upon us, all men will be destroyed. Therefore, man’s achievements 
are nothing, just like people who built their houses on the sand, when tribulation 
comes, all shall be in vain.

God cares for us. If we bring everything into our prayer, God will listen, helping us 
to solve the problems that we face. In this world, nothing is more precious than 
salvation grace. Our lives in this world are temporary, but salvation grace is eternal. 
We should pray that the Holy Spirit has authority in our hearts, to lead the footsteps 
of each and every one of us.    
 



37

STATE WIDE YOUTH SPIRITUAL CULTIVATION SERVICE 
25 MAY 2020 (A)

In view of the transmission of pandemic, we thank God for His guidance that 
enabled our church to hold the Sabah State Wide Youth Spiritual Cultivation 
Service online on the 25th May 2020. Preacher James Yapp and Preacher Haggai 
Tang shared the words of God by using “Discern the Time, Examine Ourselves” as 
the theme during this spiritual cultivation service. 

Preacher James Yapp shared about two questions asked by the Lord Jesus to the 
Pharisees in Luke 12: 54-57. The Lord Jesus gave a sermon using the geographical 
location, the look of the earth and sky to discern the time. You can discern the face 
of the sky and of the earth, but how is it you do not discern the time? The Lord 
Jesus would like to emphasise that although the Pharisees and Sadducees have seen 
so many signs but they still do not believe Him. (John 20: 30-31). Then, the 
preacher also explained about the current time.
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STATE WIDE YOUTH SPIRITUAL CULTIVATION SERVICE 
25 MAY 2020 (B)

Firstly, an adulterous and sinful generation. The Lord Jesus had said that since the 
Son of Man will come, we need to ponder the days of Noah, because the sins in this 
world are getting more serious (2 Timothy 3:1-9). Then, we should examine all 
things, differentiate between good from evil and examine the spirits just like the 
church in Ephesus who discerned what is true and false (Matthew 24).

Secondly, the unbelieved and lost generation. The Lord Jesus Christ has saved us 
from sins. Therefore we should save ourselves from this evil generation.

Thirdly, God would save during the time He is pleased with. Today, we should do 
holy work, draw near to God, stay vigilant, and equip ourselves and wait for God’s 
return.

Fourthly, the generation of sudden eruption of knowledge. As days go by, the 
technology would get more advanced. We should rely on the truth and the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit to preach and understand God’s words through technology.



39

Fifthly, last salvation generation. Now we have reached a generation “part of metal 
and another part of clay’. The Lord Jesus said when the gospel is preached 
throughout the world, and then the end will come. Examine first, which is after 
pondering and examining, and then make a decision (Isaiah 8: 19-20). However, a 
person cannot judge others (Matthew 7: 1-5). The bible has also recorded three 
matters that needed to be measured. 

First, God’s temple. The Lord Jesus’s body is God’s temple, that is the church. This 
refers to us having to examine ourselves, because the Holy Spirit dwells in us. 
Second, the incense altar. We have the responsibility as a priest and should examine 
our worship and prayers. Third, those who worship in the temple. We should 
examine ourselves in terms of the frequency in attending services, how are our 
submissiveness, faith and loyalty.

Next, Preacher Haggai Tang shared the words in terms of “Entering into Marriage 
For God”. May God guide our footsteps in entering into marriage life. In order to 
enter into marriage, we do not only need to fulfill the necessary requirements, even 
more so we need to have a goal in faith. Firstly, we need to recognise that entering 
into marriage is for God. We have been bought and the price has been settled by the 
Lord Jesus, therefore we are the people who belong to God. Then, glorify God with 
our bodies and live for God, so that we are able to fulfill the wonderful will of God.

STATE WIDE YOUTH SPIRITUAL CULTIVATION SERVICE 
25 MAY 2020 (C)
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STATE WIDE YOUTH SPIRITUAL CULTIVATION SERVICE 
25 MAY 2020 (D)

Secondly, entering into marriage. Enter a one flesh relationship that was united by 
God, because only by entering God’s covenant you have the right to receive the 
promises and blessings from Him. Therefore what God has joined together, let not 
men separate. (Deuteronomy 29:10)

Thirdly, can we not enter into marriage? Although it has been said that everyone 
has his or her own right to decide on his or her own marriage, it cannot be forced. 
However marriage does enable two people to have mutual help and mutual support. 
Marriage is established by God and this is the blessing given by God to us. 
Although it is known that in this world there is vanity and a chasing after the wind, 
it is still meaningful as long as we are alive.

Fourthly, the meaning of “entering into marriage for God”  is to fulfill the will and 
plan of God in our marriages, set-up a household that is pleasing in God’s heart, 
and reveal the image and virtues of God. 

Fifthly, how do we enter into the marriage for God, which is how do we set-up a 
household that is pleasing in God’s heart. We should be determined to get married 
in the Lord. Become the husband and wife that unite in one heart and soul, beget 
godly offspring and the whole family to serve God. A Christian family is the devil's 
enemy. Thefore, let us put efforts in achieving spiritual victory in marriage to 
glorify God.
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THE MISSION WE MUST TAKE ON AMIDST THE PANDEMIC

Panic fueled by the COVID-19 pandemic is spreading all around the world, and it 
is driven by widespread dissemination of false news. This includes false remedies 
that are supposedly known to cure sicknesses as well as various rumours of the 
pandemic. Such phenomenon reveals the anxiety and lack of security in today’s 
modern society, causing people to experience sleepless nights and loss of peace in 
their lives. The amount of anxiety and loss experienced people in various countries 
seemingly contradicts the promise that God has given us in Psalms 8. Therefore, 
some perceive this pandemic as an abnormal situation that is temporary, or it may 
be a normal condition that happens from time to time throughout history.

Because of this pandemic, the world seems to have entered into a state of 
unprecedented panic, bringing into people’s minds the incident of the flood. 
Certainly, the flood had caught the people in that time by surprise, and no amount 
of preparation could have prepared them for the devastation.

When will the pandemic end? Will we be infected with the virus? What will happen 
tomorrow? These unknowns shape our fear. As God’s children, how should we face 
these questions?

1. The threat of the plague to test our faith
For Christians, the threat of death undoubtedly tests our faith. In the Bible, the 
sword, famine, evil beasts and pestilences are mentioned as God’s tools for 
destruction (Eze 14:21; Rev 6:7-8). Hence, these phenomenons are revealed to us 
in advance through the Bible so that we will not be afraid. Even though Christians 
are not immune to fear, the Bible provides principles that will guide us to face our 
fears (Psalms 91:3-6).

As Christians, we believe that it is God who allows these things to happen because 
we know He has His beautiful will in all things.  Not only does God want to 
cultivate our spiritual character and train us to have more trust in Him, He will also 
make us more mature, stronger, and joyful when we come out of the pandemic. 

Dn. Gamaliel Wai
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Hence, those who know Jesus Christ are able to trust in His sovereignty and power 
amidst this difficult time, believing that He is able to overturn adversity, doubts… 
For this reason, Christians believe that setbacks and tribulations cannot restrict the 
works of God and are not a hindrance to His will.

2. The right knowledge for a correct attitude
Christians are people full of hope (Eph 1:12). A person who truly believes in Jesus 
Christ is able to obtain the peace which He bestowed, so that he will not be afraid 
in any changing environment or circumstances (1 John 3:21; 4:17; 5:14). To be 
without fear is to have confidence, boldness, unflinching and unashamed.

Like any other pestilences in history, the COVID-19 pandemic came suddenly, with 
no warning. Many people wish the outbreak did not happen, but since it has, we 
need to bravely face this situation. When we cannot gather in church for worship, 
we will need to stay at our respective homes to read the Bible, pray and encourage 
each other in order to increase our knowledge, eradicate our fears, and learn to face 
the pandemic correctly. If this pandemic were to last until the second coming of the 
Lord Jesus, in this manner we will still meet each other before God. Therefore, we 
must put the utmost effort in our respective ministries with diligence.

We must have a wise and appropriate response strategy. We should not test God by 
violating basic medical knowledge in order to demonstrate our faith. Instead, we 
must do our best to follow the pandemic prevention methods to protect ourselves as 
well as our families. This includes reducing travel, quietly staying at home when 
there is no need to go out, and wearing face masks and other protective measures as 
much as possible. If you have been infected or are suspected with the virus, you 
should adhere to the medical requirements of hospitalization or isolation. And more 
so when you are infected, you should not walk around with symptoms of flu and 
increase the risk of infecting other people. In fact, nowhere is safe if there is no 
protection from God, because only God is our refuge. Therefore we should 
willingly uphold the love of Christ and take various protective measures for the 
sake of others.
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3. Protect ourselves without blindly taking risks
We must avoid danger, and also nourish and cherish our bodies (Eph 5:29). This is 
a natural human instinct, and all the more our way to express our love for God. 
During this pandemic, all christians and holy workers cannot guarantee that their 
lives would not be in danger. Thus, we should avoid unnecessary risks. We should 
lessen any unnecessary gatherings, without burdening our conscience. If emphasis 
is given to “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together”, this creates a 
lopsided interpretation and even restricts the commandments of God. It is difficult 
to apply this to the current situation, as there is a fine difference between credulity, 
blind faith and temptation. The workaround of “having the option to gather but 
choosing not to” does not equate to not having faith, as it is our responsibility 
towards everyone.

When facing these situations, we as Christians should not be anxious over this 
matter. Do not worry and do not try to resolve the situation with our own thinking. 
Problems will arise if we twist the words of the bible. Review the available 
information and scientific knowledge based on the word of God in order to 
understand the situation. We must truly understand the situation of the pandemic, 
have a peaceful mind, reflect on our lives, maintain a balanced diet, cooperate with 
the government, and be responsible.

4. Be proactive and cooperate with the government
There is a saying that goes: With the skin gone, to what can the hair attach itself? 
To share the same boat, suffer, and work together to overcome difficulties, is the 
behaviour we must have as Christians. This way, we can only achieve the final 
victory over the pandemic prevention and control.

Only when the country is safe can people live in peace and joy; only when the 
community is harmonious and stable can the church grow healthily. When we love 
this country, the body of the church should actively play the role as the bridge. For 
Christians who profess as patriotic, they should all the more actively respond to the 
government’s call and participate in the pandemic prevention and control battle, 
testifying our true love for the country and our fellowmen through our practical 
actions.
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Therefore, suspending the gathering is not a permanent prohibition but merely a 
method to prevent further spread of the infection. To this end, we are protecting 
ourselves, our colleagues, fellow brethren, and the safety of other people. This is an 
important and effective method of protection which should not be misinterpreted in 
its meaning of suspending the gathering. We must also be careful not to be fooled 
by others, in case it leads to unrest. Additionally amidst the suspension of church 
gatherings, members can also read the Bible, pray, and praise God at home, while 
using the media to exhort and encourage each other, obtaining the purpose of 
worshipping God. The most important thing is to always have a God-fearing heart!

For this reason, whenever we attend an online Sabbath church service, we must pay 
attention to the following matters:

1. It is important to prepare our hearts before service, and pray 15 minutes before
    the service starts
2. Encourage the whole family to attend the online service together
3. Turn to the Scriptures when referred to and and diligently take notes
4. Put on proper attire
5. Avoid eating and attending to personal matters during the service, including
    playing with your phone
6. Listen to the word of God in a godly, quiet and reverent manner
    Note: provided by Pr. Daniel Chin from West Malaysia
5. Return to self-independence, and relive self-support

The Bible says: “What has been is what will be, and what has been down is what 
will be done, and there is nothing new under the sun.” (Ecc 1:9)

Due to this pandemic, the roles of ministers and members will change accordingly. 
They will help to equip and prepare believing parents who will take the 
responsibility to teach their children in the truth. Hence, the old teaching method of 
"I teach you to learn" becomes a matter of "You learn to teach". It is now up to the 
General Assembly of Sabah, and even the other general assemblies and liaison 
offices of various countries, to encourage believers to make good use of online 
resources, regard the family as the primary platform for spiritual cultivation, and 
take this crisis as an opportunity to establish their 'family altar'.
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The Bible records that when Jacob faced his biggest tribulation, God said to him, 
"Arise, go up to Bethel and dwell there. Make an altar there to the God who 
appeared to you when you fled from your brother Esau"(Gen 35:1). Bethel was the 
place where Jacob first met God and where he learned to build altars. It happens 
that when we encounter this pandemic today, it can also be described as a crisis of 
life. 

Therefore, let us not only care to think of ways to solve it ourselves, but always 
remember to go back to the beginning of our faith and return to God - “to rebuild 
the altar”. 'Prayer' and 'altar' are inseparable. When Jacob returned from Paddan-
aram, an altar was built at the east of the city of Shechem in Canaan, called El-
Elohe-Israel, meaning God, the God of Israel (Genesis 33:18-20). An altar like this 
brings families together to think back to God’s guidance, protection and everything 
He has given to us. If we long to experience God’s work, especially during this 
endless pandemic process, then we must come before God and start building this 
altar of prayer.
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Personally speaking, the lockdown order is in fact a good thing, from days of busy 
work, to have this rare opportunity for brothers and sisters to quiet their hearts and 
minds and to make use of this forced “isolation”. Quieting ourselves before God 
through reading the bible,  praying,  meditat ing on His words and also 
communicating better with our family members that we are gathered with. Having 
more deeper prayers with them, comforting and encouraging one another, to 
strengthen the family relationship, which is not necessarily a bad thing.

Conclusion
God knows the hearts of all people, but He wants us to understand our hearts more 
- our faith in God and our love for other people, and to have a heart of fearing God.
Amidst this seemingly severe pestilence that God has allowed, may the people of 
the Lord have no fear, preserve our hearts and minds, and encourage each other. 
May we have faith in Him, in the leadership of the church, and express our love for 
the frontliners of this pandemic. More importantly, to have hope in the words of the 
Lord.
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HOW SHOULD THE DIRECTION OF OUR MISSION CHANGE IN 
RESPONSE TO THE IMPACT OF THE PANDEMIC?

Dn. Gameliel Wai (written during the pandemic)

As we step into 2020, the world is in a state of chaos. We live in a fast paced, ever 
changing world which is full of uncertainties. This is a generation of economic 
instability, calamities, pestilences and terrorist attacks. These socio-economic 
factors disturb the stability of our livelihood. Why do these calamities befall us? 
Why are we badly affected by these adversities? Have we forgotten that the Lord is 
our source of strength, and in Him we shall not fear?

The Bible clearly reminds us, “For thus says the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel: 
“In returning and rest you shall be saved; In quietness and confidence shall be your 
strength. But you would not,” (Isa 30:15). Since the implementation of the 
Movement Control Order (or Circuit Breaker in Singapore), members have not 
been able to congregate for services, meetings have been postponed and 
fellowships put on hold. Our church has been affected and our current priority 
should be to be 'socially responsible’ through our faith, in order to promote social 
stability.

People react differently towards the pandemic depending on their character, 
knowledge, spiritual wisdom, health condition, experience and understanding of 
the bible. Although everyone has different ways of coping with this epidemic, we 
should strive to reach a compromise, love one another, be united and to glorify our 
Lord God.

The world we live in is looking more uncertain by the day. Faced with this fierce 
pandemic attack, how do we respond? Do we choose to be in denial (‘Not 
noticing’) or do we choose to be defensive (‘Fort defence’)?

What is ‘Not Noticing Syndrome’?
When a church is dealing with a sudden disaster, it is common for members to react 
in a self-denial way. This is known as 'Not Noticing Syndrome'. Along the way, we 
treat our faith as ‘born-with faith' (severing our relationship with worldly family 
and friends). In short, we focus on the fate of our souls after death. We believe that 
religious beliefs do not come with social responsibility. Hence the church does not 
have to care about the society at large.
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Some church leaders proclaim that with deeper spirituality, we will be able to 
discern and identify non-biblical teachings. They quote “So the serpent spewed 
water out of his mouth…” (Rev 12:15). There is a clear division between being 
'worldly' and 'sacred'. Members who accept this concept have completely 
disconnected themselves from society, especially during this lengthy process of 
fighting against the pandemic. They struggle to deal with the sudden change and 
their faith has relegated to being what is called outdated, conservative and even 
'non-intellectual'.

During the early days of the Coronavirus breakout, many co-workers committed 
this 'Not Noticing Syndrome', and erroneously claimed that the epidemic was only 
confined to the hospitals, and did not spread to the communities or even the 
churches. They were only willing to accept the truth when the outbreak became a 
state of emergency. This incident is a true reflection on members who live in their 
comfort zone and ignorantly refuse to understand what is happening around us. 
Church leaders and professionals have long been adopting this self-serving 
mentality, and it has become the mainstream church mentality to deal with 
problems. However, how this outbreak has been dealt with is far from satisfactory.

This 'Not Noticing Syndrome' sometimes prevents us from looking at the bigger 
picture and making systematic judgements. It prevents us from responding to this 
crisis appropriately and in a spiritual manner.

What is 'Fort Defence Syndrome’?
In the early stage of the outbreak, the church's second response was to adopt a 
“Fort Defence” strategy, which is to preserve our own resources and to protect 
ourselves from external factors. This kind of defensive approach did prove to be 
effective in the beginning. However, if the epidemic continues for a longer period, 
it is likely that the members' faith will be in an isolated state, which means we 
cannot work together with all sectors of society to resist the outbreak. It is as if 
each individual is building their own sand castles. In the end, all will be washed 
away by the waves. 
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After this epidemic, the church can no longer adopt a 'self-reliance' or 'self 
protection’ strategy. We can no longer just care about our own safety, referring to it 
as ‘faith’, and yet refuse to connect with others who are facing the same calamity. 
We should unite and work together with the greater society to effectively respond 
to disaster relief works.

This epidemic has raged through and impacted people's lives. For the church, the 
most obvious effect is that members can no longer attend regular services. Under 
this circumstance, many churches appealed to the General Assembly to try online 
services. This is a temporary measure. Hence, we should not blame others. Some 
members queried why they could not have services at church since the number of 
cases have been decreasing, while others believed that it was necessary to avoid 
social gatherings and continue online services. Here, we wish to emphasise that we 
should refrain ourselves from condemning our brethren who are weaker than 
ourselves as someone without faith. In fact, this is the moment for us to unite and 
show our unity in Christ.

Paul reminds us to "Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over 
doubtful things." (Romans 14: 1), and on the contrary, "We then who are strong 
ought to bear with the scruples of the weak, and not to please ourselves." (Romans 
15: 1). Paul prayed: "Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be 
like-minded toward one another, according to Christ Jesus, that you may with one 
mind and one mouth glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore 
receive one another, just as Christ also received us, to the glory of God." (Romans 
15: 5-7). In addition, the church and the society are caught in the same catastrophe.

The leader of the church does not have to rush to make a rational explanation for 
the current suffering. Instead, we should present greater faith to lead the 
congregation to fear God, believe in His words and have the courage to face the 
darkness and the plague of the night. (Psalm 91: 5-6).
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The Positive Impact of the Pandemic Outbreak
This epidemic makes us anxious and restless. This is a time of volatility, 
uncertainty, complexity and ambiguity which we have not prepared for. For 
example, Religious Education has to be conducted online. The only contribution 
that we can provide is to design and prepare simplified online teaching courses for 
the students.

Therefore, leaders of the church constantly need to 'unlearn' and 're-learn', to have 
an open mind and the willingness to accept suggestions and opinions from all 
parties in order to respond appropriately towards different situations. Our biggest 
challenge is not about how adverse the external environment is, but the old mind 
set of some leaders of the church who have been sticking to the rules, not flexible 
enough to respond effectively towards the impact caused by the current pandemic. 
They lack a sense of crisis awareness and refuse to make progress, which is more 
of an epidemic than our current outbreak. What can we do to resolve this crisis? 

Basic Judgement and Response to the Development of the Pandemic 
Based on data analysis and monitoring of the current epidemic, the author estimates 
that the current MCO and Social Distancing measures will likely continue for 
another two to three months, or even longer.

Based on this assumption, it is estimated that the church will have difficulty 
holding regular services in the immediate future (at least 3 months or even longer). 
In other words, we will continue online services for a prolonged period. If so, are 
the statewide churches ready for the change? Or do we have an alternative plan?

We encourage members to remain calm and rational towards this matter because 
this outbreak is not just a test of our faith, it affects members of the church, the 
safety of our society and country. Hence, we should explore the possibilities of 
digital activities such as online services, online religious education, or even online 
fellowships.

If the MCO lasts for more than three months, large-scale churches will suffer more 
than smaller-scale churches. For a church that is relatively small, members will 
slowly drift apart if there are no church activities for a prolonged period. Similarly,
in a normally active church, if there is no effective online fellowship, the  
relationship between the brethren will be weakened too. Hence, a prolonged period 
of lockdown will disrupt our pastoring ministry.
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Online Services - Pastoring without boundaries
The Bible has this record: “...I want to go to the village without walls, and I want to 
go to the quiet people. They have no walls, no doors, no latches, and live in peace ... 
"(Ezekiel 38: 11). At the same time, the Book of Zechariah also records that the 
angel said to the young man: "... Jerusalem will be inhabited, like a village without 
walls ..." (Zec 2: 4). This "wallless village" does not mean that the kingdom of God 
does not have defense facilities, nor does it mean that Israel does not use the wall to 
maintain its rural residents. This is to say that the kingdom of God is not an 
undefended city, but that the True Jesus Church has no borders, but there is God's 
protection. Even if the world is in trouble or in turmoil, believers are still in God's 
protection.

It seems that this is the case today, but God still watches over His people. The key 
is that at this point in time, will His people pay close attention to His voice?

This is the moment when the church should pay attention towards the Digital 
Media Ministry. There is a need for contextualisation and emergency public health 
management for our current online meeting method. However, can the new media 
technology solve our current problem? 

Will the church be able to utilise this new method to nurture its members 
effectively? Therefore, churches in various regions should formulate various 
arrangements to facilitate members’ needs. Sometimes crisis gives birth to 
opportunity. At the same time, God made everything work together (Rom. 8:28). 
Due to the lockdown of the city, church groups break into smaller sub-groups and 
fellowship through online channels. This provides a great opportunity for God to 
purify His church. He allows individuals to re-establish their spiritual life and 
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deepen their relationship with Him. If members still do not value online gatherings 
and family altars at this time, perhaps they should take a moment to ponder on the 
depth of their spiritual life and their attitude towards God.

The Sabah General Assembly had in fact initiated the online services portal a few 
years ago. We had a long term vision of establishing a Cloud General Assembly 
and the sudden outbreak of the Coronavirus epidemic kickstarted the roll out and 
made it a reality. Although the pandemic has affected regular Sabbath services, we 
were able to continue with our worship and fellowship by switching all our services 
online. More importantly, through this online platform, we can continue to pastor to 
various church groups to continue with their spiritual nurture..

Therefore, we must admit that the transformation of pastoring shifted to the mode 
of the apostolic era 'Home Fellowships'. We should pay attention to the new digital 
media, to try to understand and engage with the digital platform for ministry work. 

We should not treat digital media as a stopgap measure or a temporary solution. 
According to estimates, the outbreak will last for several months and all parties 
may take up to six months to plan and execute. Hence, being leaders of the church, 
their tasks are more than just online pastoring. They are entrusted to plan all 
aspects of ministry work on the digital platform. Therefore, online live 
broadcasting is worth exploiting.

Reading Capacity increases during the Pandemic
There is an increase in reading capacity during the pandemic. This is a golden 
opportunity for digital media pastoral and evangelical works. Leaders should seize 
this moment to facilitate the sharing and disseminating of information to members 
and truth seekers alike. We are deploying our media resources to express our 
concern and care. We are exposed to the same influence like other denominations. 
Hence, we should pay attention to our online sermons and mode of online religious 
education.

The International Assembly established the 'True Jesus Church International 
Assembly Electronic Library” about a decade ago:
http://ia.tjc.org/elibrary/Landing.aspx 
This Chinese and English literary database consists of many sermon recordings. We 
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should encourage members to browse this website during the lockdown so that  
their spiritual hunger may be satisfied. For Malay readers, they can browse “Suria 
Timur” (http://www.tjcsabah.com) to access Malay spiritual literature. All work is 
in preparation for a time such as this.
 
A whole range of diverse and easy to use teaching materials have been uploaded 
in the “Taiwan General Assembly Pastoral Resources Network”. This specific 
network is designated for Religious Education teachers to assist them in preparing 
the study materials before the online courses. (https://edu.tjc.org.tw/教材集/). A 
biblical tool known as “RHEMA Bible App” was created by the International 
Assemby (https://bible.tjc.org) for members who wish to share their thoughts on 
the scriptures.

People commonly share news through social media platforms such as Whatsapp, 
Telegram, Line and etc. Much information on Coronavirus  is shared among peers. 
However, how often do our ministers share spiritual teachings through these 
platforms? Many co-workers choose to remain silent and do not share good 
spiritual articles with others. Why don't we prepare ourselves to be like the Prophet 
Baruch of this new-media era, a faithful secretary of Jeremiah (Jeremiah 36:4).

Change of role of Ministers during the Pandemic

We may have wondered why the Coronavirus outbreak caused us so much anxiety? 
We may be overly affected by the news on the pandemic, which caused us to live in 
fear. Today, we live in the information age. We can access all kinds of information 
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decrease whether we are online or offline. We need to provide additional services 
such as counselling and pastoral support to brothers and sisters. Some people say, 
“Before, the older generation provided knowledge transfer to the younger generation. 
Now, the younger generation provide the knowledge transfer to the older generation”. 
Indeed, it is all for the betterment of the church.
 
Today, ministers must integrate from the usual sermon sharing on the church podium 
to sharing in the public domain. During this age of information overload, ministers 
should guide and lead members on how to distinguish between true and false 
information. Ministers should guide members to focus and read good articles and 
spiritual resources .

This epidemic allows ministers to study in detail their network so that they can 
effectively coordinate and integrate all resources to complete the ministry together. 
This can eradicate members' panic-stricken mind, relieve them from their blindness 
and settle themselves in Christ, and not to be a double-minded man, unstable in all 
his ways (James 1:8) Members should be more vigilant in discerning between true 
and false messages. Care must be taken to avoid being led astray.

Ministering during Post-Outbreak Times
Online services may have its limitations. Nevertheless, our church has not only held 
online services, but have also expanded into online fellowships and online RE 
classes. Church leaders should take the opportunity to learn with members through 
webinars such as Facebook live or Zoom.

with ease. With excessive information, we get 
influenced easily, which can cause us to live in 
fear and anxiety. As pastors of the church, we 
should gladly accept our calling from the Lord. 
We should constantly examine ourselves and 
determine which is the most effective way to 
reach out to members, to provide them with 
spiritual guidance. How do we lead our brothers 
and sisters to rely on our Lord in order to 
overcome this spiritual battle? How do RE 
teachers lead the lambs of God to keep up with 
RE classes? For one, our dedication should never 
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This format of scattered fellowship model will become a new normal. It seems like 
members are scattered around but they are actually one cohesive unit. Leaders of 
the church should be mentally prepared to embrace this new way of worshipping 
since the pandemic may not dissipate so soon. The effect and impact of this 
worshipping format towards our members cannot be quantified yet. We will be able 
to explore in more detail once the outbreak has subsided and our usual services 
resume.

Therefore, leaders of the church should be mentally prepared and adjust to 
accommodate online fellowships. We should turn pressure into motivation. We 
should focus on the content of our fellowships, rather than the means to it, so that 
we can minimise the impact of post pandemic dependency on the old format.

In addition to that, we should raise our awareness on health and safety. Churches 
should actively carry out a cleanliness campaign, organise to makeover our 
surroundings and make it a more comfortable meeting place for our members.

Conclusion
The revival of the Apostolic church was due to the great persecution. The church 
should emphasise more than just attending services, but also paying attention 
towards members' spiritual wellbeing. One way to show this is how the church 
walks together with members during this time of crisis. Aren't we in this situation 
right now?

From the learning perspective, the impact of this pandemic is a transition for all 
leaders moving from rational thinking to in-depth experience. Important life-skills 
that we learned  are picked up through experiences from  a young age. Many 
important lessons in life are learned through numerous failures or so-called 'deep 
experiences'. This is comparable to our online pastoral ministry. From now on, we 
can pass on our knowledge online, and cultivate intimate spiritual relationships 
with our members. This is a form of training for the disciples of the Post-Apostolic 
church.
 
We have our Lord to depend on, so who are we afraid of? As the Bible records: "So 
we can boldly say: The Lord is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?" 
(Heb 13: 6).         
                              - This article is for our mutual encouragement -
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-20150926 - Shared from International Group of Testimonial Preaching

1) Testimony of Devoting Myself as a Preacher
During the 60s & 70s, Elder John Yang from Taiwan visited Sabah frequently. I was still 
working at the Singaporean Airlines company at that time. Every time he paid a visit, I 
would take leaves to accompany him, to be his pocket interpreter. He had hopes for me 
to become a full-time preacher, but for me that is impossible. I received English 
education when I was young, so I do not understand Chinese - but I can understand his 
hopes. I have rejected him multiple times but at last God chastised me. I faced two 
serious car accidents, I felt that life and death is in the hands of God.

In 1976, I received a letter from Elder John Yang, which he expressed his hope that I 
could head to Singapore to join a theological course on 16th January 1976. Facing this 
matter, I was stressed because I do not know how to decide. I prayed to God, asking for a 
sign. I had an old car at that time, which I bought at a cheap price earlier. I prayed and 
said: “If this car can be sold within 7 days, I will devote myself to become a preacher.” 
After praying and relaying, I did not do anything, not even putting up signs to sell the car. 
I thought in my heart that if this car is not sold, then I will not have to devote myself.

Three days later when I was eating in a coffee shop, I had my car parked in front of the 
shop. A huge man who looked like a technician came to me and asked: “Is that your car?” 
I did not know how he knew I wanted to sell the car. I nodded. He asked me the selling 
price. I felt that my car was only worth RM1000.00. I noticed that he looked like a 
technician therefore he should know the price. I asked him: “How much do you estimate 
the car’s value?” He answered: “I will give you RM3000.00 for it.” I was shocked, 
because the car did not worth that price. I asked him: “You have not driven the car before, 
how do you know it worths RM3000.00?” He replied: “It doesn’t matter.” He gave me a 
form to sign, I did not know what was that but I signed anyway.

LIFE TESTIMONIES OF PR. THOMAS KAM  
FROM KOTA KINABALU CHURCH

Pr. Thomas Kam
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After he initially gave me the cash, I still felt a bit upset and told him that some parts of 
the car had problems. In view of that, I returned RM300.00 to him.  He took my car keys 
and drove away. The whole process took less than 10 minutes. After he left, I realized 
that I had sold the car! I remembered my prayer and I knew there was no reason to reject 
anymore. Ever since the car was sold, I did not see the car on the roads anymore because 
Sabah was not a big place to trace vehicles on the road. I had a feeling that the man who 
brought my car was not a human but an angel by looking at his stature. Thank the Lord, 
through this manner, I devoted myself to become a preacher.

2) God Prepared Two Barking Deers as Meals
There was one time I was pastoring in a very secluded area with two other preachers. 
Due to a landslide caused by heavy rain, we were trapped there for about two weeks. The 
person in-charge of that church was very caring. He would slaughter a chicken for us 
everyday. So much so that we could not hear the sound of roosters crowing anymore. 
One morning the person in-charge said: “I’m sorry, preacher, we don’t have any meat 
left ……” However, I comforted him by saying: “Don’t worry, because the Lord will 
provide!”

After our breakfast, we thought of going for fishing at the nearby river. The house that 
we live in was divided by two levels. When I was walking down the stairs, suddenly I 
saw two barking deers. I was surprised and asked the person in-charge: “Why didn’t you 
tell us that you rear barking deers?” This was because he had six hunting dogs below the 
house but they did not bark, not even chasing away the two barking deers. He 
immediately took out his self-made rifle and shot them through the window. Just one 
shot but it hit both targets and the barking deers fell to the ground. After that, we had to 
slaughter the two deers thus we cancelled the fishing trip. When I recall the whole 
incident, I knew God had prepared the meat for us. The meat was so delicious and we 
even had some to bring home.
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3) Rain Came Down After Prayer During Drought
On one occasion, I was sent to a church in the interior to conduct a Youth Spiritual 
Convocation. At that time, there was no rain for about five months. Even the stream 
behind the church that the church uses frequently had dried up. I suggested using buckets 
to fetch water from other places but that did not solve the problem. During the Youth 
Spiritual Convocation we need plenty of water to cook, shower and drink. As I was 
thinking on how to solve this problem, a sister asked me: “Why don’t we just pray to 
God to send the rain?” When I heard that, I felt embarrassed because even though I am a 
preacher, I never thought of it.

I accepted her suggestion and gathered all the youths, around one hundred of them to 
pray fervently at the church hall. Half an hour later, I heard the sound of rain coming 
down. I thought in my heart that this was not quite possible, because the drought at that 
time was very severe and that even the grass and trees have all withered. We continued to 
pray but after a while, there was a great downpour. Thank the Lord for solving such a 
difficult problem. Who would have thought that short prayer could bring such great 
power. After I had this experience, whenever I faced difficulties, I would gather all the 
people to pray together. I had at least three other similars occasions of which the rain 
came down after a prayer.

4) God Created A Waterfall for Baptism in Time of Need
In one of my pastoring visits to Miri, Sarawak, there were six children ready to be 
baptized. The usual local baptism site was located at the South China Sea. In that 
morning, when we reached the baptism site we realized that the waves were too high. I 
was worried that the children might be washed away by the waves and drown. How are 
we going to explain to the parents and the authorities if such accident happened?  In view 
of such a dangerous risk, I suggested that it would be better to find a more suitable place 
to baptise. After walking for a while, we heard the sound of rushing water. We followed 
the direction of the sound and to our amazement we found a beautiful waterfall just ideal 
for baptism.

At that time, I was wondering why the locals did not know this beautiful waterfall? 
Actually, they were also puzzled at the existence of this marvelous waterfall. It was 
lucky that I managed to take some pictures of this baptism. We returned to the prayer 
house to conduct the Foot Washing and Holy Communion Sacraments. An old deacon 
asked where did we perform the baptism. We told him: “ at a waterfall.” The old deacon 
replied: “I have lived here for more than 30 years, but I never heard there is a waterfall 
there”. We were already late after the Sacraments, so we planned to see the waterfall the 
next morning.
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The next day after breakfast, we returned to see the waterfall. We searched the area and 
were shocked to find that such a large waterfall had disappeared. At first, I thought we 
lost our way but later we saw our footprints to confirm the location. Would this be just a 
coincidence? Several years later, after so many times revisiting the place, I would always 
go to find the waterfall but it could not be found. I realised that this was no longer a 
coincidence but a wonderful miracle.. Thank the Lord for providing such a beautiful 
waterfall for us to conduct baptism. God is the fountain of living water, whenever we 
need Him, He will appear before us.
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5) Witnessing the Ten Commandments Stone Tablets, The Budding Staff and 
Manna During Spiritual Convocation

This incident happened during a spiritual convocation at Kudat Church. Preacher 
Stephen Tham (now an Elder) and myself were the only preachers on duty there. We took 
turns to deliver sermon and interpret.

On the 3rd day, during the Sacrament of Baptism sermon, we were standing on the pulpit 
when I noticed a few youths who were sitting in the front rows were crying and wiping 
their tears. They said: “We saw the glory of God, there was a rainbow behind the pulpit 
with angels ascending and descending upon it. It was very bright, the heads of the 
preachers had halos of light which grew bigger and bigger.”

That morning, fifteen souls were baptised. During the Sacrament of Foot Washing, there 
were six to seven youths who saw the vision again. During the Holy Communion, two 
sisters saw that on my right hand side, two 10 commandments stone tablets appeared, 
whereas on my left hand side Aaron’s rod appeared, budded and bore fruits. There were 
also many small and white colored substances on the pulpit which I believed were manna. 
These three things prefigured the way, the truth, and life (John 14: 6). The youths also 
saw a lot of angels flying around the rainbow. When we handed over the unleavened 
bread to the deacons for distribution, their body glowed brightly. I truly believe the glory 
of God filled the church. May this testimony be able to strengthen everyone’s faith.

Kudat Church Spiritual 
Convocation, 

14-16 August 1981

If you are interested to know more about the True Jesus Church Sabah, please visit 
our website http://ga.tjcsabah.com. Please contact us through web.sga@tjc.org.my 
should you have any feedback.

Please keep the E-news divine work in your prayers. Emmanuel!


